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RESPONSE TO PUBLIC COMMENTS (PC)-C 

Response to Comment Letter PC-C1 

Comment PC-C1-1 

Caltrans and OCTA thank you for participating in the environmental process for the I-405 
Improvement Project. Your comment is not specific to the new information and analysis 
presented within the Supplemental Draft EIR/EIS; however, your comments were addressed in 
Appendix R1 (Response to Comments on Draft EIR/EIS). You will be notified at the address 
provided in your comment when the Final EIR/EIS is available for review. 

Please see Common Responses – Noise, Air, Northbound Braided Ramps. 

Response to Comment Letter PC-C2 

Comment PC-C2-1 

Caltrans and OCTA thank you for participating in the environmental process for the I-405 
Improvement Project. Your comment is not specific to the new information and analysis 
presented within the Supplemental Draft EIR/EIS; however, your comments were addressed in 
Appendix R1 (Response to Comments on Draft EIR/EIS). You will be notified at the address 
provided in your comment when the Final EIR/EIS is available for review. 

Please see Common Response – Traffic Flow at the Orange County/Los Angeles County Line. 

Response to Comment Letter PC-C3 

Comment PC-C3-1 

Caltrans and OCTA thank you for participating in the environmental process for the I-405 
Improvement Project. Your comment is not specific to the new information and analysis 
presented within the Supplemental Draft EIR/EIS; however, your comments were addressed in 
Appendix R1 (Response to Comments on Draft EIR/EIS). You will be notified at the address 
provided in your comment when the Final EIR/EIS is available for review. 

Please see Common Response – Opposition to Tolling. 

Response to Comment Letter PC-C4 

Comment PC-C4-1 

Caltrans and OCTA thank you for participating in the environmental process for the I-405 
Improvement Project. Your comment is not specific to the new information and analysis 
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presented within the Supplemental Draft EIR/EIS; however, your comments were addressed in 
Appendix R1 (Response to Comments on Draft EIR/EIS). You will be notified at the address 
provided in your comment when the Final EIR/EIS is available for review. 

Please see Common Response – Opposition to Tolling. 

Comment PC-C4-2 

Please see Common Response – Preferred Alternative Identification. 

Response to Comment Letter PC-C5 

Comment PC-C5-1 

Caltrans and OCTA thank you for participating in the environmental process for the I-405 
Improvement Project. Your comment is not specific to the new information and analysis 
presented within the Supplemental Draft EIR/EIS; however, your comments were addressed in 
Appendix R1 (Response to Comments on Draft EIR/EIS). You will be notified at the address 
provided in your comment when the Final EIR/EIS is available for review. 

Please see Common Responses – Coordination between Caltrans Districts 7 and 12, OCTA, Los 
Angeles Metro, Gateway City Council of Governments, and the City of Long Beach, Opposition 
to Tolling, Replacement of Fairview Road Overcrossing/Truncation of Tolled Express Lanes. 

Response to Comment Letter PC-C6 

Comment PC-C6-1 

Caltrans and OCTA thank you for participating in the environmental process for the I-405 
Improvement Project. Your comment is not specific to the new information and analysis 
presented within the Supplemental Draft EIR/EIS; however, your comments were addressed in 
Appendix R1 (Response to Comments on Draft EIR/EIS). You will be notified at the address 
provided in your comment when the Final EIR/EIS is available for review. 

Please see Common Response – Northbound Braided Ramps. 

Response to Comment Letter PC-C7 

Comment PC-C7-1 

Caltrans and OCTA thank you for participating in the environmental process for the I-405 
Improvement Project. Your comment is not specific to the new information and analysis 
presented within the Supplemental Draft EIR/EIS. You will be notified at the address provided in 
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your comment when the Final EIR/EIS is available for review. See Response to Comment 
PC-C8.  

Response to Comment Letter PC-C8 

Comment PC-C8-1 

Caltrans and OCTA thank you for participating in the environmental process for the I-405 
Improvement Project. Your comment is not specific to the new information and analysis 
presented within the Supplemental Draft EIR/EIS. You will be notified at the address provided in 
your comment when the Final EIR/EIS is available for review. The Draft EIR/EIS states on page 
2-18: “The policies under which the Express Lanes in Alternative 3 would be operated have not 
been finalized. The policies presented here provide the current plans to operate the Express 
Lanes. Final decisions on operating policies would be made during final design and prior to 
opening of the project if Alternative 3 is identified as the alternative to be constructed.” The 
operating policies included in the Draft EIR/EIS were based on operation of the facility by 
OCTA with policies similar to those currently used by OCTA on SR-91. If Alternative 3 is the 
Preferred Alternative, more detailed consideration of operating policies would be undertaken. 
This would include consideration of the requirement for motorists using the Express Lanes to 
obtain a transponder.  

Response to Comment Letter PC-C9 

Comment PC-C9-1 

Caltrans and OCTA thank you for participating in the environmental process for the I-405 
Improvement Project. Your comment is not specific to the new information and analysis 
presented within the Supplemental Draft EIR/EIS. You will be notified at the address provided in 
your comment when the Final EIR/EIS is available for review. A Phase II Traffic and Revenue 
Study was prepared to assess the financial feasibility of the Express Lane component of 
Alternative 3 and is summarized in documents available on the OCTA Web site. The Traffic and 
Revenue Study is not part of the Draft EIR/EIS. A complete and detailed financial plan that 
itemizes the costs of each component of the operations (e.g., the cost of operating the FasTrak 
system if that system is selected for use on the facility) was not prepared for the Express Lanes in 
Alternative 3 as part of the development of the information included in the Draft EIR/EIS.  

The objective is to open the tolled Express Lanes with a HOV2+ occupancy free to encourage 
rideshare and transit usage. Operational adjustments to the tolled Express Lanes may be 
implemented based on demand, rates of speed, traffic volumes, and to meet financial covenants, 
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maintenance and operational obligations.  Potential operational adjustments include, but are not 
limited to:  

• adjusting to HOV3+ free with HOV2s discounted tolls 
• adjusting to HOV3+ free with HOV2s full tolls  
• adjusting to tolling HOV2s on individual tolling segments such as direct connectors to or 

from other freeways 
• periodic adjustments of tolling rates to maintain operations on individual tolling segments 

No estimate of potential toll revenue in excess of what is needed to construct and operate the 
Express Lanes in Alternative 3 was included in the Draft EIR/EIS. Under federal law, any excess 
revenue must be spent on transportation improvements within the corridor. No projects that 
depend on excess toll revenue have been identified in the Draft EIR/EIS.  

Response to Comment Letter PC-C10 

Comment PC-C10-1 

Caltrans and OCTA thank you for participating in the environmental process for the I-405 
Improvement Project. Your comment is not specific to the new information and analysis 
presented within the Supplemental Draft EIR/EIS. You will be notified at the address provided in 
your comment when the Final EIR/EIS is available for review. 

For an explanation of the reason why the Express Lane occupancy requirement for free passage 
would be raised from two-person carpools to three-person carpools, see Appendix R1 Common 
Response – Opposition to Tolling.  

As noted in Response to Comment PC-C8-1, the operating policies for the Express Lanes have 
not been finalized. Based on the SR-91 model, a variety of payment means and methods would 
be available to accommodate the diverse population anticipated to choose to use the Express 
Lanes.  

Response to Comment Letter PC-C11 

Comment PC-C11-1 

Caltrans and OCTA thank you for participating in the environmental process for the I-405 
Improvement Project. Your comment is not specific to the new information and analysis 
presented within the Supplemental Draft EIR/EIS. You will be notified at the address provided in 
your comment when the Final EIR/EIS is available for review. The Express Lane concept was 
developed by OCTA in response to reductions of Measure M Extension sales tax resulting from 
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the economic downturn and the desire to consider an alternative that would serve more traffic 
through more active traffic management.  

Response to Comment Letter PC-C12 

Comment PC-C12-1 

Caltrans and OCTA thank you for participating in the environmental process for the I-405 
Improvement Project. Your comment is not specific to the new information and analysis 
presented within the Supplemental Draft EIR/EIS; however, your comments were addressed in 
Appendix R1 (Response to Comments on Draft EIR/EIS). You will be notified at the address 
provided in your comment when the Final EIR/EIS is available for review. 

Please see Common Responses – Preferred Alternative Identification, Opposition to Tolling. 

Response to Comment Letter PC-C13 

Comment PC-C13-1 

Caltrans and OCTA thank you for participating in the environmental process for the I-405 
Improvement Project. Your comment is not specific to the new information and analysis 
presented within the Supplemental Draft EIR/EIS; however, your comments were addressed in 
Appendix R1 (Response to Comments on Draft EIR/EIS). You will be notified at the address 
provided in your comment when the Final EIR/EIS is available for review. 

Please see Common Responses – Traffic Flow at the Orange County/Los Angeles County Line, 
Coordination between Caltrans Districts 7 and 12, OCTA, Los Angeles Metro, Gateway City 
Council of Governments, and the City of Long Beach. 

Response to Comment Letter PC-C14 

Comment PC-C14-1 

Caltrans and OCTA thank you for participating in the environmental process for the I-405 
Improvement Project. Your comment is not specific to the new information and analysis 
presented within the Supplemental Draft EIR/EIS; however, your comments were addressed in 
Appendix R1 (Response to Comments on Draft EIR/EIS). You will be notified at the address 
provided in your comment when the Final EIR/EIS is available for review. 

Please see Common Response – Northbound Braided Ramps. 

Response to Comment Letter PC-C15 

Comment PC-C15-1 
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Caltrans and OCTA thank you for participating in the environmental process for the I-405 
Improvement Project. Your comment is not specific to the new information and analysis 
presented within the Supplemental Draft EIR/EIS; however, your comments were addressed in 
Appendix R1 (Response to Comments on Draft EIR/EIS). You will be notified at the address 
provided in your comment when the Final EIR/EIS is available for review. 

Please see Common Responses – Opposition to Tolling. 

Response to Comment Letter PC-C16 

Comment PC-C16-1 

Caltrans and OCTA thank you for participating in the environmental process for the I-405 
Improvement Project. Your comment is not specific to the new information and analysis 
presented within the Supplemental Draft EIR/EIS; however, your comments were addressed in 
Appendix R1 (Response to Comments on Draft EIR/EIS). You will be notified at the address 
provided in your comment when the Final EIR/EIS is available for review. 

Please see Common Response – Opposition to Tolling. 

Response to Comment Letter PC-C17 

Comment PC-C17-1 

Caltrans and OCTA thank you for participating in the environmental process for the I-405 
Improvement Project. Your comment is not specific to the new information and analysis 
presented within the Supplemental Draft EIR/EIS; however, your comments were addressed in 
Appendix R1 (Response to Comments on Draft EIR/EIS). You will be notified at the address 
provided in your comment when the Final EIR/EIS is available for review. 

Please see Common Responses – Opposition to Tolling, Preferred Alternative Identification. 
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